Kennedy Cleared 
Of Any Negligence 

By Richard Harwood 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


Massachusetts authorities 
have cleared Sen. Edward M. 
Kennedy of negligence in 
connection with a fatal auto-, 
mobile accident Friday night. 
But will seek a citation against 
thim today for leaving the 
scene of the accident. 

His car plunged off a nar- 
row bridge on Chappaquid- 
dick Island at about midnight 
Friday, landing on its top in 
a tidal pond. The only pas- 
senger in the car, Mary Jo 


Kopechne, a 28-year-old sec-j 
retary to the late Sen. Robert ! 
F. Kennedy, drowned. Ken-j 
nedy escaped with no seriousl 
injuries but waited nearly j 
nine hours before reporting! 
the accident to police at Ed-| 
gartown on Martha’s Vine- 
yard, the adjoining island. 

‘‘I am firmly convinced 
there was no negligence in- 
volved,” Edgartown Police 
Chief Dominick Arena said 1 
yesterday. . 1 
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“But,” said Arena, “the mat- 
ter of the time period after 
the accident — there is, in my 
opinion, a violation: concern-! 
ing going from the scene, 
leaving the scene ... If he 
sat in his house: for five, min- 
utes without reporting the ac- 
cident, he is in violation of the 
law.” 

There has been no explana- 
tion from the Senator or from 
his staff for the , delay in filing 
a report. The accident oc- 
curred, by Kennedy’s account, 
shortly after 11:15 p.m. After 
escaping from the submerged 
car and making unsuccessful 
efforts to rescue Miss .Ko- 
pechne, Kennedy walked back 
to the cottage on Chappaquid- 
dick where he had been at- 
tending a party and, apparent- 
ly, spent the night there. He 
reported the accident to the 
Edgartown police at. about 9 
a.m. the next morning: 

The party Kennedy attend- 
ed — a cook out — attracted 
about 20 persons including a 
number of former workers ih 
Robert Kennedy’s 1968 cam- 
paign for the Presidency. 

Ride Back to Town 

Miss Kopechne was among 
them and was riding back to 
Edgartown with the Senator 
when the accident occurred. 
She and five other women 
had rooms . at an Edgartown. 


motel. Kennedy was staying 
in Edgartown at the Shire- 
town Inn. 

*■ She will be buried Tuesday 
j in Plymouth, Pa. It was un-j 
certain whether Kennedy 1 
j would attend the services. j 
Mrs. Robert Kennedv yes-! 
j terday described Miss _ Kope- i 
chne as a “sweet, wonderful,; 
nice girl. She worked for! 
Bobby for four years and she 1 
was in the ‘boiler room’ (the! 
delegate counting operation): 
during the campaign. Only! 
the great ones worked there 
and she was just terrific. She 
often came out to the house 
and she was the one who 
i stayed up all night typing 
Bobby’s speech on Vietnam. 

I She was a wonderful person.” 
The party on Chappaquid- 
dick Friday night was, in ef- 
fect, a reunion for the “boiler 
room” girls, and was arranged 
j by Joseph Gargan, a cousin of 
' the Kennedys. 
j State of Shock 
; In a formal statement to 
police Saturday morning, 
Kennedy said the accident left 
him “exhausted and in a state : 
of shock!’ and it was not until , 
morning that he realized fully ; 
what had happened. 

Chief Arena said yesterday ] 
he was “firmly convinced that j 
the Senator told me the cor- 
rect story. He impresses me 
as a Senator and as a man 
who would tell the truth. I 
think the Senator was more 
than: cooperative with me he- 
, cause he released a statement 
more openly than most citi- 
zens might.” 

. Aren a was asked if he had ! 
investigated the possibility: 


that the accident was related 
to drinking at the party and 
replied: “I did not ask that 
question of the Senator. There 
was no other physical evi- 
! dence at the scene that there 
might have been drinking in- 
volved. I’m not pursuing that 
line at all ... . . I’m: still stand- 
ing on the fact that, there was 
no negligence involved.” 

The state, district attorney ! 
for the area, Edmund Dinis of 
New Bedford, has taken the 
same position. 

No Autopsy Ordered 
Accordingly, lie did not or- 
der an autopsy performed on 
Miss Kopechne. 

The medical examiner in the 
case, Dr. Donald Mills', said 
he was “satisfied that the 
cause of death was accidental 
drowning. I called the D.A. 


in New Bedford after I com-! 
pleted my medical examina-! 
tion. Although’ this call is not; 
required of me, I made it be- 
cause this case involved per- 
sonalities of national impor- : 
iar.ce and it was altogether; 
more than I wanted ;o carry ; 
without further advice . . . A ; 
representative of (the .district! 
.attorney’s) office . . . sent! 
word to me that if I was com- 
pletely satisfied as to the! 
cause of death — which I was — i 
then he was satisfied to close! 
the matter with my original! 
finding.” Autopsies, Mills said, 1 
are performed at the disere- j: 
tion of the district attorney. :: 
Dinis refused to discuss the: 
:Case. 

Since Saturday afternoon,; 
Sen. Kennedy has been in se-: 
elusion at the family com- 
pound at Hyannis Port and 
under a doctor’s care. 
‘Miraculous’ Escape 

Members of the family re-: 
garded his escape? from the car ! 
as “miraculous” and said there! 
is no .indication that he rein- 1 
jured his hack, which was; 
broken in a 1964 airplane ; 
crash. 

The legal proceeding he 
now faces begins today when 
Chief Arena files an applica- 
tion for a complaint with the 
District Court. 

Either Kennedy, his lawyer! 
or the court can arrange for! 
a hearing later in the week on 
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whether it; ~ 
be issued. If it 

nedy will be tried on u, 
charge of leaving the scene of ! 
an accident, a mi: ’ 

Conviction on tl 
could bring a max 
alty of two months 
a $200 fine. 

Public reaction to this latest j politic; 
misfortune for the Kennedy jfull. 
family has brer. ‘ " 

1 Washington, although 


the complaint should Majority Leader Mike Mans- 
TJ! + " J S j Ued ’ Ken " fieId said yesterday, “It could 
on the happen to any of us.” 

of Mansfield said he doubted 
‘meanor. that Kennedy’s political career 
charge would be damaged by the 
urn pen- incident. “The facts,” he said, 
jail and “will be brought out and deter- 
Imine that. After all, even a 
human. He has my 

confidence. I feel sorry 

been limited in j for the family. . . They’re, an 
Senate.; ill-starred' family, I, guess f ” 


bers. Miss Kopechne died early Saturday in an automobile 
accident in Edgartown, Mass. Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, 
driver of ' ' ' ’ ~ 


which Miss Kopechne was riding. 




